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towns on the coast of Syria, together with a variety of CHAP.
commercial privileges; and by these means the cities of IL
'"Venice, Genoa, Amalfi, Pisa, and Florence entirely en-
grossed the Indian trade. A strong competition soon
arose between the Genoese and Venetians for the control
of this trade. The former, combining with the Greeks,
drove the Venetian merchants from Constantinople, and
the latter, in retaliation, procured a bull of dispensation
from the Pope, by which they were permitted to open a
free trade with the infidels, and they were thus enabled
to establish their intercourse with India upon a more
solid basis than that which they had heretofore possessed.
By the conquest of the Greek empire by Mohammed IL, in
1453, the Genoese were finally expelled from Constanti-
nople, which city then ceased to be a mart for the supply
of Indian commodities to the nations of the West. This
trade was thereafter monopolized by Egypt and the parts
of Syria subject to the Sultans of the Mamluks, and as
the Venetians by their commercial treaties with those
powerful princes commanded those channels of inter-
course, they were enabled to monopolize the supply of the
products of the East to the countries of the West, until
the close of the fifteenth century.

At the commencement of the sixteenth century, when
the Portuguese first arrived in India, that country was
passing through one of those convulsive throes to which
it had been subject from the very dawn of history. The
Moguls had not as yet invaded India, and it was not until
1526 that Baber founded his empire at Delhi and Agra.
Meantime northern India, or Hindustan proper, had been
parcelled out amongst a number of Afghan Mussulman
chiefs; excepting to the south and west, where the
Rajputs still maintained an independent dominion. The
remainder of India, known as the Deccan and the
Peninsula, was about equally divided between Mussul-
mans and, Hindus. The Deccan was occupied by a
powerful Mussulman dynasty known as the Brahmany